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and churches in St. Helena have since been rebuilt with iron
beams and girders, such as even the white ants cannot devour.

The only certain means of keeping down their numbers is
by the destruction of the queen, which causes the dispersion
of the whole community. But this is very difficult, as the
galleries and passages extend to the length of many feet, and
the central cell may be underneath some wall or building,
and at such a depth as cannot easily be reached. I have
found only two queens during a residence of several years in
India.

Of course these insects have their own duties and value in
the economy of nature, for the removal from the luxuriant
forests of the tropics of dead and decaying matter, which
might otherwise produce malaria and disease.

Crustacea and molluscs are found in due proportion in
Travancore. Land crabs burrow in the rice-fields, and are
used as food by the slave castes. Oysters of indifferent
quality are produced in the backwaters. The marine shells
are mostly small in size and of little interest. The conch, or
chunk shell, however (Turbindla pyrum\ like a monstrous
white whelk the size of a man's fist, is remarkable. It is the
sacred shell of India, used in Brahman worship and on
funeral and festive occasions as a kind of trumpet, a hole
being made at the smaller end of the shell and blown into.
This, too, is the national emblem of Travancore, stamped on
some of the coins, sculptured in enlarged proportions over
the gateway of the palace, impressed on the Government seal,
and used in a variety of ways as the emblem of the state.
A representation of this emblematic form of the conch shell
will be found on the cover of this volume.